THIS COVENANT  is made today

Between the Parish of KNIGHT’S ENHAM, ANDOVER

And the Parish of ST. MARY’S, ANDOVER.

And the Parish of ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WEST ANDOVER

Within the Deanery of Andover

THE COVENANT

Principles

The guiding principle of the Covenant is to work together and encourage one another in the mission and service of the Church to the people of Andover.  We recognise that the Church is the centre of the parish and has an important role.   We wish to preserve or increase the current number of stipendiary and non-stipendiary clergy.

Lay ministry

We will work together to encourage the ministry of the whole people of God, undertaking training together across the parishes.

Services

While recognising the momentum that comes from a regular pattern of local church services, we will hold united services to strengthen our commitment to one another, beginning with: -

1. Confirmation (including preparation)

2. Beginning of Advent

3. Ash Wednesday

Groups

Following the ecumenical Easter celebrations in 2005, we propose to run a joint Alpha Course.  We will encourage joint study groups starting with a Lent Course in 2006.

Prayer

The Incumbents and Assistant clergy will meet together fortnightly.

We will work together to support the prayer groups, including appointing a prayer co-ordinator to liaise with existing prayer groups.

Youth Activities

We will explore and encourage the working together for the benefit of young people in the parishes.   

Organise a joint Children’s service/workshop/activity at least once per year

Sharing resources

We affirm our intention to share resources:

1. Clergy will exchange services at least twice a year.

2. Clergy will offer support to one another whenever possible.

3. Churches will be available for joint activities.

4. Singers and musicians will be encouraged to share their talents.

Communication

1. We will endeavour to keep clergy, churhwardens, laity and local publications informed of services and events across the parishes, by producing a joint quarterly diary sheet.  First edition Pentecost 2005.

2. We will establish links among the Churchwardens from all the parishes.

Review

1. We will establish a process of on-going review by clergy and lay representatives to monitor, encourage and facilitate the efforts being made to comply with the covenant.

2. There will be a formal review of this covenant after one year.  Particular consideration will be given to:

· Sharing prayer intentions

· Regular youth events

· Co-ordinating Church diaries

Signatories:

We, the clergy and churchwardens of the parishes concerned ACCEPT the Covenant on behalf of our respective parishes, in confirmation of which we have signed below.

Signed by the Clergy of the Parishes:

Knights Enham      Brian Cox

St. Mary’s               David Williams

St. Michael & All Angels    Chris Rankine

Also signed by the Churchwardens in the parishes.

And by Rt Revd Trevor Wilmott, Bishop of Basingstoke.

PENTECOST 2005

